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Abstract 

This paper presents interim results from a project to create an electronic 
proceedings of the A VCC Symposium on Australian Electronic 
Publishing, held in Sydney, Australia, in May 1996. The paper describes 
the architecture developed to support the electronic proceedings_ and the 
steps taken to produce the actual product, including end-user requirements, 
the data conversion processes, representation, interface and advanced 
retrieval issues. 

1. Introduction 

The use of the Internet and especially the World Wide Web (WWW) ·is gaining popularity for 
the electronic publishing of conventional publications, such as research reports, books, 
manuals, and so on. The majority of these products share a common feature: the use of 
'electronic' paper. 

With electronic paper, the reader is presented with a simulacrum of paper which allows 
concomitant manipulation. The terms used to refer to aspects of this simulacrum are inherited 
from paper: pages, headers, references, citations, margins, gutters, etc. Several technologies 
have been developed especially to mimic paper, such as Adobe's Portable Document Format 
(PDF), which presents readers with page structures manipulated with a pseudo hand. PDF has 
its roots in Adobe's Postscript technology and this explains its paper-based mentality. 

Electronic paper does, however, offer one advancement over traditional paper, namely the 
anchor and link structure. Using this structure, an author or publisher may identify take-off 
points in the publication and the address of the target so that, at run time, the reader can 
associatively link to and show the target object. Unfortunately, current models only facilitate 
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