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"I just wanted to say that you have a wonderful service. And you are updating your 
sociological section so fast. Your service is invaluable. I am so amazed that I am lost for 
words. All I can say is thank you and please keep this service available. I'm a graduate 
stud~nt at the University of Texas at Arlington and find this just totally amazing. Thanks 
again." 

Such an expression of enthusiasm was more than even we could have hoped for when the 
idea for JSTOR was conceived a little more than three years ago. In fact, the notion of 
increasing access to information was a secondary objective of the JSTOR project in its early 
days. Instead, our initial goal was to test whether it would be possible to save library shelf 
space by converting older, little-used materials to electronic formats and storing them in a 
central database. It seemed a simple concept but has proved to be enormously complicated in 
practice. 

Much has transpired in a short period of time. The JSTOR database now includes well over 
two million pages from 47 core journals in 11 academic disciplines. Additional journal 
content is being digitized at a rate of approximately 100,000 pages per month. More than 250 
libraries in the United States and Canada have become participating institutions, providing 
support for the creation, maintenance and growth of this database. Outside of North 
America, we have recently announced the establishment of a mirror site in the United 
Kingdom. Through a novel collaborative relationship with the Joint Information Systems 
Committee, the JSTOR database will be made available to higher education institutions in 
England, Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland from a mirror site at the University of 
Manchester. As each day passes, new opportunities are presented to us to extend the reach of 
this enterprise. It is an exciting and challenging time. 
Since many of the participants at this conference are from outside of the United States and 
will not be familiar with JSTOR, the purpose of this paper is to provide an overview of the 
project as well as an update on where things stand today. 

Background 

Originally a project of The Andrew W. Mellon Foundation,1 JSTOR is now an independent 
not-for-profit organization with a mission to help the scholarly community take advantage of 
advances in information technologies. JSTOR's initial objective is to develop a trusted 
archive of core scholarly journal literature, with an emphasis on the retrospective conversion 

1 The Andrew W. Mellon Foundation, with assets currently valued at over $3 billion, was established to "aid and 
promote such religious, charitable, scientific, literary, and educational purposes as may be in the furtherance of 
the public welfare or tend to promote the well-doing or well-being of mankind." Under this broad charter, the 
Foundation currently makes grants on a selective basis to institutions in higher education; in cultural affairs and 
the performing arts; in population; in conservation and the environment; and in public affairs. More information 
is available at the Mellon-Foundation's website at http://www.mellon.org. 
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